The Dunster Papers

Dunster Papers. Harvard University Archives. Papers of Henry Dunster and the Dunster
and Glover families, 1638-2007. (UAI 15.850).
https://hollisarchives.lib.harvard.edu/catalog/hua23004

Long before the advent of the Internet Archive and the digitization of many historic
documents, I had the opportunity (in 2005?) to go through the Papers of Henry Dunster at the
Harvard University Archives. This is the primary repository for the manuscripts and documents
related to Harvard’s first President, his relatives and contacts, and some related legal papers.

The original Papers (at the time when I examined them) were contained in five folio boxes,
generally arranged chronologically. The descriptions given below, with my notes, are a snapshot
in time and are no longer necessarily authoritative, since the collection has been re-processed and
later prepared for digitization, which “involved minor adjustments to the physical arrangement of
the collection, with corresponding updates to the finding aid and the addition of links to the digital
copies.” (“Processing Note” in the Archives description of the Dunster Papers,
https://hollisarchives.lib.harvard.edu/catalog/hua23004). Additional archival material on Dunster
at Harvard can be found online through the HOLLIS search platform in the Harvard College
Library system under HUG 1342.75.

Portions of Henry Dunster’s Papers have also been reprinted in Publications of the
Colonial Society of Massachusetts, Harvard College Records, 1636—1750, Volumes 15, 16, 31,
49, & 50. See also the section on “Dunster’s Papers” produced by the Massachusetts Historical
Society in 1854: https://archive.org/details/collectionsmass36socigoog/page/n214/mode/2up
(Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Fourth Series, Volume II, 190-98. Boston,
1854).

I extend special thanks to the Harvard University Archives and to former University
Archivist Megan Sniffin-Marinoff for her kind assistance and for the opportunity to examine these
original documents in person.

UAI 15.850 PAPERS OF HENRY DUNSTER AND THE DUNSTER AND GLOVER
FAMILIES.

HD = Henry Dunster
HUA = Harvard University Archives

BOX 1.

e (Contains the Steven Daye Indenture, in three parts (June 7, 1638).

e Contains the BALEHOLT LETTER from Henry’s father, March 20, 1641. An
examination of the back of the Baleholt Letter shows notes on the back and
various sums and figures. Whether this was Henry’s handwriting or his
father’s is unknown.

e Various bills and deeds



e Dunster’s agreement with his farmer, Edmund Rice, dated September 13,
1642. Nice handwriting with clear signature.!
e Followed by a “true copy” of same.
e Dunster’s Memorandum of December 1653
o The Memorandum itself (four pages) is written on a heavy paper on
the first and second pages. Page 3 is
blank except for an HUA statement about the Memorandum.
On the fourth page (of the folded Memorandum),
Dunster addresses his audience: “To ye hon(rd) Comissioners..."
(This Memorandum is also reprinted in Morison, Appendix E,
The Founding of Harvard College (1935), 448—-451.
e The Quadriennium Memoir, 1654 — this document is entirely in Latin for the
first four pages, while the fifth page is in English and mentions Oxford.
e William Cutter letter to HD, May 19, 1654.
e John Appleton’s petition to the General Court (Oct. 17, 1654) and HD’s reply
(Oct. 30, 1654).
e Dunster’s proposed settlement of the Josse Glover Estate, Nov. 5, 1654.
e Letter from Edmund Roberts to HD, 1655, addressing him as “Honored
Friend” (Listed as from Dublin).
e Letter from Thomas Greene to Henry Dunster dated Aug. 20, 1655, addressed
to “Cousin Dunstone”; signed “Your loving kinsman”.
e Qutline of a sermon preached on Oct. 18, 1655.

’

e Copies of HD’s Will

e Petition of Elizabeth Dunster concerning David Dunster:
o Dated April 1664, “To the much honored Court, holden at
Cambridge the 5" day of April 1664: The petition of
Elizabeth Dunster humbly showing that the gross miscarriages of her
Sonn David (to her Sorrow’ of heart and perpetual ground of shame and
humiliacon before God and man be it spoken) Are too Evident and
Obvious... ” Elizabeth urged the Court to reduce the
fine on David for his actions and added: “May please to take
notice that your petitioner hath beene at great charge and expence
for him Since the death of your Servant his father.” She also told
the Court that she had spent £50 pounds to send him to England
(for the Voyage and expence) “in hope to setle him there about”

! Regarding Edmund Rice: “In 1642 the farm of Henry Dunster...was leased to him [Rice] for a term of six
years.... Among the conditions of the lease, we find that the President was to receive 30 bushels of corn per year for
the first two years, 50 bushels per year for the next two, and 100 for the last two, in equal proportions of wheat,
Indian corn, and rye” (Abner Rice, An address delivered at the annual meeting of the Rice family. Boston, 1851, 6).
The boundaries of the Dunster farm as of 1645 can be found at Records of the Governor and Company of the
Massachusetts Bay in New England, Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, editor. Volume I1I, 38.



BOX 3.

BOX 4.

BOX 5.

An accounting of the books printed at Cambridge — this appears to be a listing
of accounts for books printed (Jan. 26, 1656) — includes listing of Psalm
books and the Capital Laws

Dunster’s legal motions in various cases

Steven Daye’s testimony, April 1, 1656

Jury verdict in the case, April 15, 1656

Contains mostly later material related to other Dunster relatives and
descendants

The petition of Dunster as Guardian regarding the children of Josse Glover
Dunster’s Petition to the General Court, October 28, 1652
o The golden-brown lettering, done in a fine and careful hand, almost
leaps off the page. The petition is a small work of art in appearance.
There is a notation in another hand below the Petition itself. Whether
Henry wrote out this petition himself is not clear. His signature seems
to be in a different hand than the official document itself.
The Nov. 4, 1654 Resignation Petition
o The official portion of the petition is done in a different hand than the
1652 Petition noted above. HD’s signature itself is different in form
from the signature on the October 1652 petition, though it is still
obviously Dunster’s signature. He spent more time writing out his name
here in more careful lettering than the more free and easy cursive
signature in 1652.
The May 1655 Resignation Petition
o HD’s signature seems natural again in this Petition. Also, the official
portion of the May 1655 Petition is closer to his own handwriting and
appears to be by the same pen. Thus, Dunster probably wrote out this
particular Petition himself rather than simply signing a court document
written by someone else

Contains mostly letters from Samuel Dunster

Also contains Benjamin Peirce’s letter dated July 19, 1846, giving the Peirce
collection of Dunster papers to Harvard University Archives, 1846. This letter
would have been from the famous Harvard mathematician Benjamin Peirce
(1809-1880), son of Benjamin Peirce (1778-1831), the “Librarian of the
University,” who wrote the 1833 work, 4 History of Harvard University
(published after his death and obviously many years before the 1846 letter).
Peirce the younger has often been called a “founding father of American
mathematics.” His two sons, Charles Saunders Peirce and James Mills Peirce
also became mathematicians.



