Dunster’s Will
“Committinge my spirit in to thy hands for thou hast redeemed it...."

Reproduction of the Will

The following pages reproduce Henry Dunster’s last will and testament of 1658 as
published in Jeremiah Chaplin’s 1872 biography, Life of Dunster, Appendix X, 303-308. The
original was “stolen from the Probate office in East Cambridge about the year 1850,” according to
Samuel Dunster.! Samuel also noted a discrepancy regarding the word “wife” and “babes” in
various versions of copies of the will. Specifically, Henry requested that his body be “enterred by
my lovinge [wife] [babes] and other relaccons...” A “clear and distinct” copy of the will in the
Probate office apparently read “wife.” However, former Harvard College Librarian, Mr. Thaddeus
William (T. W.) Harris (who was Librarian from 1831-1856), “insisted that the word in the
original was ‘babes.”” He added that “a copy of the will in the handwriting of Wm. G. Means, in
the library of Harvard College, has it as ‘babes.”””> Chaplin used “wife” in the version shown here.
Samuel concluded that it was “probable, from internal and collateral evidence, that the word must
have been ‘babes.’” As far as is known, there is nothing else of significance to add about the theft
of the original will since Samuel Dunster’s 1876 note.?

X,
MR. DUNSTER’S WILL.

«(Q Lord, my times are in thy hands, and I fully sub-
mitt unto thine appoyntments, for my dissolution commit-
tinge my spirit in to thy hands for thou hast redeemed it,

! Samuel Dunster, HDHD, 1876, 16, fn.

2 Samuel Dunster, HDHD, 16; Allen, I Spake the Truth!, (1996 manuscript), Ch. 14 “The End Comes,” 5.

3 See Middlesex County in the Colony of the Massachusetts Bay in New England: Records of Probate and
Administration, October 1649—-December 1660. Compiled by Robert H. Rodgers (Boston: New England Historic
Genealogical Society, 1, 1999) xxii, which also cites the 1876 footnote on page 16 in Samuel Dunster’s book.



and hast by manifold deliverances out of Tribulation
sealed to my soule the truth of thy word concerninge thy
fatherly love and care of me, but especially by thine own
secret and cleare spirit of grace sealing to my heart that
which noe mortall understanding or spiritt could possibly
conceive without God — wherefore, committing both soul
and body in life and death and resurrection unto thee, and
my poore family after my decease, to whom thou wilt be
a father and protector; as I hope now to procure peace
as much as in me lyeth concerninge these earthly goods
of which thou hast made me steward, I order and consti-
tute this my last will and testament in manner and forme
followinge.

Imprimis, my will and testament is, that after moder-
ate funerall expenses discharged, wherein I include that
if God’s providence by winds and tide do sute, twenty
shillings shall be Allowed to any that shall transport my
body to Charlestowne — or if to Cambridge thirty shillings,
and five shillings apiece to eight bearers that shall carry
it from Charlestowne to Cambridge there to be enterred
by my loveing wife and other relacCons. After my funerall
expenses discharged, then my will is, that of all my lands
and houses, household goods and all manner of debts,
dues and rights to me appertéininge, whether in present
action or by annuall bonds emergent, as in the case of
Edmund Rice, the same my will is that there be taken a
true and just inventory thereof so farre as man’s wisdom
can Attaine. But whereas the value of my Library cannot
bee taken but by judicious and learned men som of my



bookes beinge in such languages wherein common Eng-
lish men know not one letter, therefore I do appoint my
reverend and trusty friends and brethren, the President
of the Colledge, and the pastor of the Church of Cam-
bridge, both to vallue them and lay asside the bookes here-
after specifyed as given to my wife, viz. The book of Mar-
tirs in two vollumes, Dr. Preston’s workes, Mr. Burroughs’
workes, All bookes of Phisicke and surgery that are in
the English tongue, with twelve or sixteen bookes brought
by her out of England, wherein I will have her word for
a legall testimony, because it is good and vallid unto mee
inmy will. The other two moyties of my library, I with the
consent of my wife have by deed and gift given and be-
queathed unto my two sons David and Jonathan Dunster,
to be equally divided between them, and to be delivered
unto them as they shall have need of any particular books,
and the whole bulke of them when they come to maturity
of age. And after all cleare debts honestly discharged,
that then my other goods be equally divided into three
equal parts, whereof retayninge one third part to my selfe
in legacies to be bequeathed as I see meet, a second part
my will is, that my wife shall choose, and the other third
part to be bestowed upon my three children equally ac-
cording to the discretion of my executors. As for my
lands, my will is, that my wife shall have the third of the
rent of all my lands during her life. But I constitute and
appoynt David and Jonathan Dunster Heyres to the said
land, divided into two just equal divisions, and whereas



the law of Massachusetts® requires the Eldest brother to
be indowed with a double portion, Thereunto I answer,
that I have given unto my son David liberall education in
schools of learning from his childhood unto this very day,
and the Lord continuing my life, I shall continue the said
fatherly care of him, wherefore if hee thinks that consid-
ing this, he hath hard measure to have but only equall
with his brother, then let him cause that in Godly schooles
of literature his brother Jonathan to be brought up in the
knowledge of the lattine and principles of the greeke
Tongue untill hee come to the age that my son David
shall be at my decease, this being performed, he shall have
a double porcCon of lands and goods, otherwise I take it
I have fulfilled the law in the letter thereof. Concerning
my daughter Elisabeth,” my mind and will is, that she
shall be at the disposing of her mother during her life in
her minority, and in the case of my wive’s death, then to
live with my sister Mrs. Hills® of Mauldon during her

1 Body of Liberties, Art. 81. 2 Born in 1656.

8 “The sisters of the President were Elisabeth and Mary, who successive-
ly were wives of Major Simon Willard ; the latter survived him and married
Dea. Joseph Noyes, of Sudbury, and a third, perhaps Rose, was wife of Cap-
tain Joseph Hills, of Malden.” Savage. Gen. Dict. IT. 82. Elisabeth died
childless. Mary was the one alluded to in the will.

It has been made a question, however, whether Mary was a sister or cousin
of the President. Willard (Memoir, 351) suggests that if she was a cousin,
she might, perhaps, as the wife of a brother-in-law, be called sister. A letter
of Mr. Dunster’s to Rev. Mr. Alt, of Bury, Eng., contained in the * Dunster
Papers,” in the possession of the Mass. Hist. Society, speaks of his “ cosin
Mary Dunster.” But there is no proof that she became the wife of Major

Willard. There may still have been a sister named Mary, which seeins al-

together the most probable inference from the decided language of the will.



minority, and faithfully and carefully to serve her as if
shee were her own child, and in case there also the Lord
by death should make such uncomfortable breaches in the
family, that shee could not live comfortably there, then
shee shall live with my sister Willard of Concord doing
her faythfull service as a child untill her marriage or ma-
turity of age, at which time I do appoynt her to receive
from her two brothers, David and Jonathan, five pounds
apiece, annually for ten years space, beside what legacys
her mother or my selfe shall leave her. Concerning the
third part, I reserved in my own hands, I thus dispose
thereof as followeth. Item. Igive and bequeath unto Mr.
Chauncy ! such mathematicke bookes as hitherto I have
lent him, with what household goods I left at Cambridge,
viz. my great press in the Hall chamber and another press
for bookes in the Study. Item, I give and bequeath unto
Mr. Michell? Rollocke’s Commentaries upon John, which
heretofore I lent him, with all the rest of that holy man’s
Commentaries upon the Scriptures that shall be found in
my library, that himself hath not already. Item. I give
and bequeath to the holy servant of the Lord Elder firost
Twenty shillings, and to my cousin Bowers and her
children five shillings apeece, and to my cousin fayth Dun-
ster five shillings, and to my sister Willard and all her
children five shillings apeece, and to my sister Hills and
all her children Borne in this country five shillings apeece,
and my will is that my faythfull Mayd Mary Russell should
have 15 shillings added to her wages. What then shall

1 President Chauncy. 2 Rev. Jonathan Mitchell, of Cambridge.



remain of this third part, my will is that my wife shall
have a third part of it, and the other two parts to be equal-
ly divided among my children. And for the execution of
this my last will and testament in all parcels and particu-
lars that thereunder doth or may fall, I constitute and ap-
poynt Mr. Joseph Hills of Mauldon, and Brother Edmund
Frost, elder of the Church at Cambridge, and Mr. Henry
Shrimpton of Boston, and Mr. Edward Colliers of Cam-
bridge, who shall have full power and liberty to mannage
all singular or singular things, case or cases, difficulty or
difficultyes, that shall be incident or emergent during the
minority of my children, viz. they or the major part of
thém, but in case of non-agreement among themselves,
they shall bring it to my singular good friend Mr. Thomas
Broughton, of Boston, who joyning with them, who by his
addition shall be the greater, the case shall be quietly
taken as true and righteous during the minority of my
children. In virtue whereof I have hereunto [sett] my
hand and seale the eighth day of ffebruary, In the year of
our Lord one thousand six hundred and fifty eight.”

Will of Henry Dunster, reproduced from Chaplin’s biography, Life of Henry Dunster
(1872), 303-308.



