
                                 
                     Dunster’s Will 
                 “Committinge my spirit in to thy hands for thou hast redeemed it….” 
 
Reproduction of the Will 
    

The following pages reproduce Henry Dunster’s last will and testament of 1658 as 
published in Jeremiah Chaplin’s 1872 biography, Life of Dunster, Appendix X, 303–308.  The 
original was “stolen from the Probate office in East Cambridge about the year 1850,” according to 
Samuel Dunster.1 Samuel also noted a discrepancy regarding the word “wife” and “babes” in 
various versions of copies of the will. Specifically, Henry requested that his body be “enterred by 
my lovinge [wife] [babes] and other relaccons…” A “clear and distinct” copy of the will in the 
Probate office apparently read “wife.” However, former Harvard College Librarian, Mr. Thaddeus 
William (T. W.) Harris (who was Librarian from 1831–1856), “insisted that the word in the 
original was ‘babes.’” He added that “a copy of the will in the handwriting of Wm. G. Means, in 
the library of Harvard College, has it as ‘babes.’”2 Chaplin used “wife” in the  version shown here. 
Samuel concluded that it was “probable, from internal and collateral evidence, that the word must 
have been ‘babes.’” As far as is known, there is nothing else of significance to add about the theft 
of the original will since Samuel Dunster’s 1876 note.3  

 

                         

 
1 Samuel Dunster, HDHD, 1876, 16, fn.  
2 Samuel Dunster, HDHD, 16; Allen, I Spake the Truth!, (1996 manuscript), Ch. 14 “The End Comes,” 5. 
3 See Middlesex County in the Colony of the Massachusetts Bay in New England: Records of Probate and 
Administration, October 1649–December 1660. Compiled by Robert H. Rodgers (Boston: New England Historic 
Genealogical Society, 1, 1999) xxii, which also cites the 1876 footnote on page 16 in Samuel Dunster’s book. 
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Will of Henry Dunster, reproduced from Chaplin’s biography, Life of Henry Dunster 
(1872), 303–308.  
 
  


